


Your CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield (CareFirst) 
BlueFund health plan comes with a reimbursement 
fund, called an HRA (that’s short for health 
reimbursement arrangement).  Your HRA is funded 
by your employer and can be used to pay for eligible 
out-of-pocket health expenses. And now, your HRA 
also comes with a debit card so you can pay your 
doctor or pharmacist on the spot, with money from 
your HRA.  That means, no more claim forms!

How It Works
If your doctor or pharmacist accepts  
MasterCard
At the time of service, simply provide your card as 
payment for any out-of-pocket medical expenses you 
owe. The amount automatically reduces the available 
balance in your HRA. 

Important: Make sure your doctor or pharmacist 
files a claim to CareFirst so  the money you paid 
using your debit card is counted towards your 
annual deductible.

  
        � Be Careful:  If you have already used all of the 

funds in your HRA, your card will be rejected. 

If your doctor does not accept MasterCard
At the time of service, you may be asked to pay your 
out-of-pocket costs with cash or a personal check.  
You must manually submit a claim for this expense 
to your BlueFund Administrator, for reimbursement 
from your HRA. Reimbursements are processed and 
mailed on Thursdays in the form of a check or direct 
deposit. Once processed, direct deposits should be in 
your personal bank account within 24-72 hours.

What You Need to Know
Because your HRA is not taxed, its use is regulated by 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  The IRS has some 
rules about where an HRA debit card can be used and 
what it can be used for.  

What You Purchase 
Your HRA debit card, unlike a standard credit card, 
may only be used to purchase eligible health care 
related products and services, as governed by the IRS.  
The complete list of qualified expenses can be found 
on the IRS web site, www.irs.gov/publications/p502/. 

Additionally, items purchased with your HRA debit 
card must qualify for reimbursement under your 
employer’s specific HRA plan.  In most cases, this 
means that the debit card may only be used for 
items covered by the health plan but subject to the 
deductible, copay, or coinsurance, such as office visits 
and prescriptions. 

Your easy-to-use BlueFund HRA debit 
card lets you access funds directly from 
your HRA.

Where You Purchase
The use of your debit card 
is limited to healthcare-related 
merchants, including doctors,  
dentists, vision care offices and hospitals  
who accept MasterCard.

Your card may also be accepted by other merchants, 
like supermarkets, grocery stores, discount stores, 
pharmacies and mail order vendors. However, these 
merchants must use an Inventory Information 
Approval System (IIAS). This allows them to 
identify qualified healthcare-related items.  Most 
of these merchants, including all of the major drug 
store and grocery chains, have already installed 
an IIAS.  Others will have the system installed by 
December 31, 2008.  

Before you use your debit card at one of these 
vendors, make sure they use an IIAS.  Visit  
http://sig-is.org/en/index.asp and click on SIGIS 
Merchant List to find out. 

Please note that other card usage restrictions  
may apply; read FAQs about your debit card on  
www.carefirst.com/hradebitcard.

Purchases that do not meet IRS requirements or 
purchases from a vendor without an IIAS, will result 
in your card being rejected. 

With your new BlueFund  
HRA Debit Card,
health insurance just got a little easier. 

View a complete list of frequently 
asked questions about your 
HRA debit card by visiting 

www.carefirst.com/hradebitcard.


